TRIUMPH                                       273

general payment up to date. He had been studying Ormuz
politics during the last fortnight, and it struck him that
here was a golden opportunity to see his army " well paid
and content" in the inexpensive manner prescribed by
D. Manuel. He sent along the hunting panthers with his
compliments and a suggestion that Turan Shah might well
oblige him with a loan.

There was nothing on earth with which Turan Shah did
not wish to oblige him. He disgorged a handsome sum at
once, and the men were paid " at a table before the door of
the barricade, to the sound of trumpets, while many Moors
looked on ". When the money came to an end, Albuquerque
brazenly demanded more, and Turan Shah produced as much
again.

It was Rais Ahmed himself who fetched the money,
looking very pleasant. By that time he had decided xipon
his line of conduct. He meant to make himself agreeable
for the present, while arranging for an opportunity to murder
Albuquerque.

Turan Shah discovered his plans and sent a message to
the Governor. " He means to kill us both!" it ran, and further
details followed. One afternoon when Albuquerque was
alone, Rais Ahmed would suddenly appear with many men
carrying splendid gifts. Rais Ahmed would present them to
the Governor, and while the usual courtesies were going on,
the latter could be neatly stabbed.

Albuquerque answered soothingly that he knew all about
Rais Ahmed and would deliver Qrinuz from his clutches very
soon. Meanwhile, he thanked Turan Shah for the friendly
warning.

Rasnoradiii had also told his talc of woe. It was that of
the wicked nephew and the persecuted uncle. After a long
and honourable career, this grief had come to darken his
old age. Rasnoradin was very pathetic. He implored
Albuquerque to pity his grey hairs and save them from a
dishonoured grave.

Whatever Albuquerque may have thought about the